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NICARAGUA. 

Sanitary report from Bluefields— Quarantine against vessels from Colombia. 

Bluefields, Nicaragua, July 25, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit my weekly report as follows : Two 
vessels have departed for New Orleans, the Alabama, with 12 passengers, 
and the Condor, with no passengers ; 1 vessel, the Hiram, for Mobile, 
with 4 passeugers. The vessels were duly inspected and the baggage of 
all the passengers disinfected by me. 

The health of Bluefields and vicinity continues good. Three deaths 
have occurred since my last week's report — 2 infants, colored, of inani- 
tion, and 1 Chinese adult of congestive malarial fever. This last case 
I saw in consultation and have no doubt of the diagnosis. 

Eeferring to the subject of my special report of a few days ago, I 
have to say the local authorities have announced that all vessels from 
Colombian ports must remain in quarantine eight days and be subjected 
on their arrival here to an inspection by the port physician. I have 
offered my services to this officer in the matter of examination of any 
sick persons who may arrive from these places ; have also called his 
attention to the advisability of disinfecting the clothing and effects of 
all passengers from such ports and have offered to use for that purpose 
the autoclave and formalin in my charge. Fortunately there is very 
little intercourse between Bluefields and the ports of Colombia at 
present. 

Respecfully, yours, D. W. Goodman, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

TJ. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

SANITARY REPORTS FROM OTHER PORTS. 



Sanitary reports from Bio de Janeiro. 

Bio de Janeiro, July 5, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit to you the official sanitary report 
for the week ended June 23 : 

There were 288 deaths from all causes, a decrease of 38 as compared 
with the preceding week ; 4 deaths from accesso pernicioso, a decrease 
of 9; 11 deaths from yellow fever, an increase of 6; 15 deaths from 
smallpox, a decrease of 3 ; 2 deaths from typhoid fever, an increase of 
1 ; no deaths from diphtheria, measles, or dysentery ; 3 deaths from 
beriberi, a decrease of 2, and 46 deaths from tuberculosis, a decrease 
of 13. 

Since last report the following-named ships have been inspected and 
received bills of health of this office : June 30. steamship Kaffir Prince, 
British, for New York. July 1, steamship Hevelius, Belgian, for New 
York. July 5, barkentine White Wings, American, for Baltimore. 
Eespectfully, yours, W. Havelburg, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, TJ. S. M. H. S. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 
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Eio de Janeiro, June 12, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit to you the official sanitary report, 
for the week ended June 30. 

There were 299 deaths from all causes, an increase of 11 as compared 
with the foregoing week ; 6 deaths from yellow fever, a decrease of 5 ; 
17 deaths from smallpox, an increase of 2 ; 3 deaths from typhoid 
fever, an increase of 1 ; 1 death from diphtheria, and also 1 death from 
measles, none before ; 1 death from beriberi, a decrease of 2, and 45. 
deaths from tuberculosis, a decrease of 1. 

INFORMATION. 

The general state of health both in the city and in the port is very 
satisfactory. Of the infectious diseases only smallpox is prevailing, as. 
is shown by the weekly sanitary reports. Deaths from yellow fever in 
the reported week have occurred only in 6 instances, and since that 
time the number of cases and deaths has decreased still more. 

REPORTS FROM HOSPITALS. 

I have asked for information from the administration of the Hospital 
Maritimo de Santa Izabel, at Turujuba, now called Hospital Paula 
Candido, as to what infectious diseases have been observed there during 
the past six months of this year. Into that hospital are chiefly admitted 
the patients from the shipping, for preventing as much as possible a 
mixture of patients coming from the city with those from the ships.. 
Therefore, -the entries in the Hospital Paula Candido give a pretty 
correct idea of diseases occurring in the shipping. The result was very 
favorable. 

The following is the report : Yellow fever, February, 1 case and 1 
death ; March, 3 cases and 2 deaths ; May, 6 cases and 2 deaths, and in 
June, 1 case ; total, 11 cases and 5 deaths. Malarial fever, 2 cases in 
February and 1 case of smallpox during January. 

The largest and most important hospital at Eio de Janeiro is the 
Santa Casa de Misericordia. The history of this hospital since its 
foundation has been recently published by Felix Ferreira. Its estab- 
lishment dates from the year 1545. It has always belonged to a reli- 
gious society. Patients with all kinds of diseases, of all nations and 
religions are freely admitted. The hospital has departments for all 
medical specialties. At this hospital the professors of the faculty of 
medicine make their clinical lectures to the students. To the hospital 
belong some other charitable institutions, as the home for foundlings, 
orphan asylum, Asylo Santa Maria for poor women, the institute Pas- 
teur for the treatment of rabies, different district hospitals, as the Hos- 
picio de Nossa Senhora de Socarro, Hospital de Sao Juao Baptista, 
Hospicio de N. Sra. da Saude, and Hospicio de N. Sra. des Dores. 
Besides all this the administration of the hospital, in compensation for 
all its charitable works, has exclusive privilege of the right of inter- 
ments, and therefore the direction and maintenance of both the publio 
cemeteries form also part of their services. 
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The following table shows the number of patients received at the 
hospital (not including the district hospitals)- 



Years. 


Patients 
received. 


Died. 


Discharged. 


Remaining. 


1698-1702 


1,542 
9,299 
71,357 
68,863 
61,608 
75,540 
77, 164 
15,184 


349 
1,114 
11,370 
10, 162 
10,308 
13,606 
12, 234 
2,398 


1,014 
7,410 
54,221 
52,702 
46, 194 
56,731 
59,537 
11,566 


179 


1798-1803 


775 


1873-1877 


5,566 
5,999 
5,106 


1878-1882 


1883-1887 


1888-1892 


5,203 
5,393 
1,220 


1893-1897 


1898 







The number of consultations that are daily given by specialists and 
also the prescriptions that are filled by the chemist's shop of the 
hospital and prepared by nuns, is enormous, as is shown by the follow- 
ing figures : 



Years. 


Consultations 
given. 


Prescriptions 
given. 


1864-1867 


16,585 
226, 326 
460,392 
453, 802 
407,576 


23,749 
239, 129 
586,133 
567,470 
466,130 


1875-1879 


1885-1889 


1890-1894 


1895-1898 





In regard to orphans during 1849 up to 1898, there had been under 
the direction of that charitable institution 995 persons, of whom 521 
returned to their relatives, 206 have married, 95 died, and 173 still 
remained. 

The foundlings asylum was erected in 1738. In that year there were 
admitted 25 children. Since that time each year has augmented the 
number of foundlings, of which I give the following table : 



Years. 


Foundlings. 


Years. 


Foundlings. 


1738 


86 
80 
6 
100 
148 
138 
214 
280 
313 
300 
325 
S79 
511 


1855 


602 


1739 


1860 


619 


1744 


1865 j.. .. 


630 


1763 


1870 


552 


1775 


1875 


585 


1800...., 


1880 , 


431 




1885 


208 




1890 


116 


1820 


1895 






1896 


145 


1830. 


1897 


138 


1835 


1898 . 


144 


1845 











In the district hospitals there have been treated during the last ten 
years 59,665 patients, of whom 50,730 were discharged, 7,008 died, and 
4,235 were remaining at the end of that period. 

All these important services are rendered at the expense of capital 
accumulated during centuries and aided by contributions of members 
of that religious society. The state and the municipality have con- 
tributed annually a small sum and have granted the before-mentioned 
exclusive privilege of the right of interment for the period of fifty 
years. 

Since last report the following-named ship has been inspected and 
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received . bill of health of this office: July 11, steamship • Chaucer, 
British, for New York. 

Respectfully, yours, W. Havelburg, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. 8. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

CHINA. 

Plague in Hongkong. 

Hongkong, June 14., 1899. 

Sir: On April 11 I cabled the Department as follows: "Cridler, 
Washington: Plague. — Wildman;" At which time the plague had 
reached the weekly death rate of 100 and has continued at the same 
average rate to the present time. I had been hoping with everyone in 
the city that insomuch as this was the offyear, and every precaution had 
been taken to guard against its recurrence, that it would not be neces- 
sary to frighten the people of the United States by this cablegram, as so 
many had brothers and husbands in the Philippines. 

I am informed by Dr. W. M. S. Beede, the consular surgeon who has 
for the last two years been experimenting with plague cases in the 
hospitals, that the presence of plague in Hongkong is due to its proximity 
to the mainland of China, over which the local sanitary board has no 
jurisdiction. The plague is entirely confined to the native population, 
and never attacks Europeans unless they injudiciously expose them- 
selves, as it is always conveyed by direct infection. As an instance of 
this, my interpreter's maid servant, who lives in a clean, roomy, venti- 
lated house, died this week within thirty hours, of plague, while Mr. 
Chin's little boy, who went with her everywhere (but wore shoes), 
escaped. 

I am inclosing for the consideration of the proper authorities an 
account of a special meeting of the sanitary board to discuss the plague 
question, that I trust may be of value. 

Respectfully, yours, Rounsevelle Wildman, 

United States Consul- General. 

The honorable the Assistant Secretary of State. 

COSTA EICA. 

Sanitary report from Punta Arenas. 

"United States Consular Agency, 
Punta Arenas, Costa Pica, July 24., 1899. 
Sir : In accordance with instructions received from the Department 
of State, to advise you of the existence of yellow fever at this port, I 
beg to make the following report : I have applied to the medical officer 
of this port in search of information on this subject, and have been 
informed that no yellow fever exists here at the present moment. The 
prevailing disease here is malarial fever, and during the last month 
there have been 8 cases, 3 of which have proved fatal. Prom the same 
source I have the information that the cases which proved fatal were 
due to want of medical attendance at the proper time, they being per- 
sons brought in from the surrounding country who had fever five or 
six days before being brought to town for treatment. Another medical 



